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In the last eight thousand years around 45% of the Earth’s original forest has disappeared. One of the richest terrestrial systems is forests, which includes tropical, temperate and boreal forests.

 

 Forests are very important to the environment because they use carbon dioxide (CO2) and produce oxygen. They offer diverse sets of habitats for plants, animals and micro-organisms, and harbor the vast majority of the world’s terrestrial species. At the same time, forests provide livelihoods for people internationally and play important economic, social, and cultural roles in the lives of many aboriginal and indigenous communities.

 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) reported that nearly 13 million hectares of the world’s forests are lost from deforestation each year. Deforestation (cutting down trees) is practiced for various reasons. For instances: make space to build new houses and to clear land to grow grass for cows and sheep to eat, to produce dairy foods. The trees which are cut down are sold and made into items such as paper and furniture.

 

Deforestation can also have detrimental effects on the world’s environments which include animals’ habitats, which are built in and around the trees. Example of effects: many different types of animals in South America were lost before scientists could learn about them. Rapid extinction of animals is therefore likely to precipitate the collapses of ecosystems at a global scale. We may now be losing 27,000 species per year to extinction from their habitats alone.

 
For instances, industrialized fishing has contributed importantly to mass extinction due to repeatedly failed attempts at limiting the fishing. A new global study concludes that 90 percent of all large fishes have disappeared from the world’s oceans in the past half century. The loss of predatory fishes is likely to cause multiple complex imbalances in marine ecology.

 

Another cause for extensive fish extinction is the destruction of coral reefs. This is caused by a combination of causes, including warming of oceans, damage from fishing tools and a harmful infection of coral organisms promoted by ocean pollution. This data is predicted to create large-scale agricultural problems by threatening food supplies to hundreds of millions of people.

 

By some estimates, as much as 30 percent of the world’s animals and plants could be on the path to extinction within the next 100 years. These losses are likely to be unequally distributed, as much some geographic areas and some groups of organisms are more vulnerable to extinction than others. It was estimated that as many as one billion birds in the United States die each year due to collisions with windows. We can help reduce the number of collisions by placing decals on the windows.

 

Not only does deforestation affect living things, but it also affects the Earth’s climate. When rain falls on a forest, new clouds are created. If huge areas of trees are cut down, clouds do not form, rain does not fall and the land becomes drier. The CO2 builds up and adds to the global warming which makes the Earth hotter. Many European countries are planting trees faster than they are cutting them down. Many trees were planted a few years ago to replace woodland and to create forests in areas where there wasn’t much wood.

 

To eradicate the fatal destruction of planet mother Earth, one should adopt a few aboriginal and indigenous holistic ways of preserving the Earth’s natural resources of the planet ecosystem. Example: Aboriginal and indigenous people near the Nile River used the Cyperus Papyrus, an aquatic natural plant to create paper, instead of cutting down trees. Adopting holistic practices from various indigenous and aboriginal communities will not only help the Earth’s ecosystem, but it will help humanity as a whole. Indigenous practices should become an integral part of a worldwide approach to helping 7 billion people become accountable for their individual impact on the Earth System as a whole. 

Making the necessary changes however will require all people to participate in the actual management of the whole of the Earth’s System and receive the resulting benefits.
 

The Major Group Commons Cluster, consisting of ECOSOC accredited NGOs at the United Nations is now exploring how a Panel of Eminent Personalities might be created to work with the United Nations Secretariat and the input of people globally on the development and implementation of such a system. Their work might cover some of the following steps:

 

· The Earth’s System is proclaimed a global commons to be managed by and for the benefit of all people and nature.

· Ecocide would be considered a Crime against Peace.

· The use of depletable resources is strictly capped.
· Countries and their citizens are apportioned a non-transferable share of the global footprint that would guarantee that human’s impact would stay within pre-1950 limits (that of the Holocene Era.)

· They would pay a rental fee for the use of any part of the global commons instead of bringing taxes for work.

· The monies collected would go to a Fund to restore the global commons and a possible basic income for all people.

· The Fund could be administered by the United Nations Trusteeship Council.

· People would have one overarching goal: the wellbeing of all people and nature as a whole.

 
For more information, please contact: 

Myra Jackson: commonsactionUN@gmail.com.
